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In the Senate on the 14th, Trumbull, quoting from
the testimony of the House Committee, said that HalPs
carbines, originally owned by the Government, but con-
demned and sold as useless at about $2 each, were pur-
chased back for the Government, in April or May, at $15
each. In June, the Government sold them again at $3.50
each. Afterwards in August, they were purchased by an
agent of the Government at $12.50 each and turned over
to the Government at $22 each, and the Committee of
the House was then trying to prevent this last payment
from being made, and eventually succeeded in doing so.
The beneficiary in this case was one Simon Stevens, not a
relative of Thaddeus Stevens, but a proteg6 of his, and an
occupant of his law office. He operated through General
Fremont, not through Cameron.

"Sir," said Dawes, "amid all these things is it strange
that the public treasury trembles and staggers like a
strong man with a great burden upon him? Sir, the man
beneath an exhausted receiver gasping for breath is not
more helpless to-day than is the treasury of this Govern-
ment beneath the exhausting process to which it is sub-
jected."

Somewhat later Congressman Van Wyck showed,
among other things, that Thurlow Weed, by the favor of
Cameron, had established himself between the Govern-
ment and the powder manufacturers in such a way as to
pocket a commission of five per cent on purchases of
ammunition.1

The committee visited severe censure on Thomas A.
Scott, for acting as Assistant Secretary of War, while
holding the office of vice-president of the Pennsylvania
Central Railroad. Scott said that he ceased to draw
salary from the railroad when he became Assistant
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